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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAi~m 
MARINE FISHERmS BRANCH - M/v N. B. SCOFIELD 
Cruise Report 
Cruise: Cruise of the N. B. SCOFIELD for 1954. 54 .. B-.3 
Sailed: May 7, 1954. 
Returned: June 11, 19,4. 
Locality: california coast between Los Angeles and Trinidad Head. 
Purpose: To compare the escapement of dover sole from trawl nets 
of various mesh sizes and kinds. 
Participants: A. California Department of Fish and Game: Providing 
vessel, crew, some nets, and two biologists •. 
B. state of Washington: Nets and one biologist. 
c. state of Oregon: Nets and one biologist. 
Results:  Exploratory beam trawls were made off Santa I\!omca and 
Gaviota. otter trawls were made at Av-lla 8Ld Point Reyes. 
Most of the cruise was spent working otter trawls in the 
100 to ISO-fathom area between Humboldt Bay and Trinidad 
Head. Under ideal conditions, four one-hour drags per day 
could be made. Unusually windy weather cut down the number 
of operational days. Forty-eight drags were made. Over 
14,000 dover sole (Microstomus paciticus) were measured. 
The remaining fish were sorted and measured by volmne. 
Results on the comparison of various mesh sizes will be 
presented to the Pacific Marine Fisheries Commission. The 
Commission will  use this information in making their 
recommendations to the Legislatures of their respective 
states it they believe any net law changes are necessary. 
Scientific Personnel:  J. A. Aplin, Marine Biologist, california Department 
of Fish and Game, in charge. 
Sigurd J. 1'estrheim, Fishery Biologist, Fish 
Commission or Oregon. 
Lee Alverson, Fishery Biologist, Washington Department 
of Fisheries. 
Doyle E. Gates, Junior Aquatic Biologist, California 
Department of Fish and Game. 
